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1:00PM 25TH JANUARY, 2011: DCI MEDIA ROOM


[bookmark: _Toc283025855]Good Afternoon Everyone,

It is with great pleasure that I am here today for the unveiling of “Health in Review: An International Comparative Analysis of Bermuda Health System Indicators”.

This unique report, produced jointly by the Department of Health and the Bermuda Health Council, provides a detailed snapshot of health and healthcare in Bermuda, showing local trends as well as comparing Bermuda to other high-income countries. 

“Health in Review” is a seminal report representing a significant milestone in Bermuda’s healthcare system.

It presents trend data on 76 indicators of healthcare quality. And I want to highlight that this is the first time such a wide range of indicators have been presented for public dissemination.

The benchmarks which set Bermuda against other high-income countries in the report allows for us to see, for the first time, how Bermuda compares to other developed countries around the world.
No report on healthcare of this breadth and depth has been seen in Bermuda before.

Under Section 5(j) of the Bermuda Health Council Act 2004, a key function of the Council is “to conduct research, collect, evaluate and disseminate to the public information on the incidence of illness and other relevant information necessary to support objective decision making with respect to public health and the optimal use of resources”. Production and publication of the “Health in Review” report fulfils this role for the Health Council, and exemplifies the close, collaborative relationship it enjoys with the Department of Health.

The Bermuda Health Council led in the development and production of this essential publication, including identification of a relevant model, compiling of the data, production of tables, graphs and publication, while The Department of Health conducted all of the analysis and contributed significantly to the interpretation and writing of the findings.
From Bermuda’s health expenditure per capita, to its mortality rates, to its childhood vaccination programmes, this report is a comprehensive look at Bermuda’s health and healthcare trends. 

The purpose of this report is to enable more informed debates on healthcare; to enable evidence-based policy decision making by Government and other health system stakeholders; and, finally, to enable the Ministry of Health to identify areas where our health system needs improving, and what strengths we can build on.

The report would not have been possible without the contributions and support from a number of professionals and organisations. 

The Ministry of Health and the Bermuda Health Council is indebted to the following organizations for providing statistics for this report:
· the Bermuda Hospitals Board, 
· the Department of Statistics, 
· the National Drug Control Department, 
· and the Argus Group. 

Lastly, the Ministry of Health and the Health Council are especially grateful to the principal authors of the report, whose tireless commitment and dedication has made this monumental landmark a reality for Bermuda:
· Ms DyJuan DeRoza of the Department of Health
· Ms Ronelle Matthews of the Bermuda Health Council, and
· Dr Jennifer Attride-Stirling, CEO of the Bermuda Health Council


Thank You. 

I will now turn the podium over to Dr. Jennifer Attride-Stirling, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Bermuda Health Council, to tell you more about this exciting report.
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